' E'D ENTERED THE competition in
the BMW Club Journal in December
last year. And when, on a cold

February afternoon in Fenshire we received

a call from Flyride telling us we'd won the

fortnight’s hire of a bike in the US, plus first

and last night’s accommodation etc. We
were more than pleased to say the least!

Sunshine and blue skies waited.

Scott Sargent contacted us with regards to
the kind of routes we’d like to take, and he
sent us out some ideas that we used to set
us off in the general direction of the coast
once we were there. We plotted a few ideas,
but as we'd never been to America before we
settled on the “least planning = more fun”
option that we usually do, and it worked out
just fine.

We started out from Bend, Oregon on
Saturday May 27" Scott, a very friendly chap,

delivered a Harley Road King to the hotel that
morning. The bike was new apart from 68
miles, and had large panniers and a rack, for
which we bought a bag and some bungies
to spread stuff out. He went through some
maps with us again to give advice on roads
etc. checked the bike over for us and after
some form filling we were led out of Bend
towards “The Sisters” mountains, which are
a beautiful backdrop to the town. And then we
were on our own.

We used the first day to get used to riding on
American roads, the bike, and traffic which
was quite light and we soon got into the idea
of being on the "wrong side” again, having
toured Europe, but never the USA. We
stopped at Eugene, having gone the long way
round along some good twisty roads that
climbed and dropped giving some beautiful
views along the McKenzie River. We just made
it into our hotel when the heavens opened,
hopefully this wasn’t going to last.

Our general plan of action was to not have
one! We got up had breakfast and rode as
far in each day as we wanted. The riding of
the bike was to be the main reason for the
holiday and we intended to exploit that as
much as possible. Some days more than
others, and this suited the roads we were on
so as we enjoyed the twisty bits and views
without feeling we had to be somewhere at

Eureka California - started off nice, then ...
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